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THE  ANNUAL  FIRE  REPORT  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  FORESTS  IS 
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PROTECTED  BY  THE  FOREST  SERVICE. 
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THE  1965  FOREST  FIRE  REPORT 


The  lowest  burned  area  in  the  history  of  the  Forest  Service  was 
recorded  in  1965  -  75,150  acres.  The  previous  low  was  in  1962  when 
85,457  acres  burned.  Normal  or  below  normal  weather  conditions  in  many 
places  were  helpful  in  attaining  this  record  although  several  units 
had  periods  when  fire  danger  was  extreme.  Large  fires  occurred  in 
late  June  in  Arizona  and  New  Mexico  due  to  dry  lightning  storms  accompanied 
by  strong  winds.  The  critical  period  of  fire  weather  in  mid-September  in 
southern  Oregon  and  northern  California  produced  only  a  few  fires  and  low 
burned  areas  on  the  National  Forests.  Fire  weather  was  above  normal  in 
Oregon  and  Washington  west  of  the  Cascades.  The  record  low  burn  area 
compares  well  with  the  five-year  average  of  208,974  acres.  Fast,  aggressive 
action  on  all  fires  made  this  record  possible. 

Fire  Occurrence  Down 

The  number  of  fires  as  well  as  burned  area  was  down  for  1965.  There 
were  9,365  fires  reported  for  1965  compared  with  9,749  in  1964  and  a  five- 
year  average  of  12,393.  Lightning  fires  were  5,243  in  1965,  which  is  above 
the  1964  figure  of  4,617  but  well  below  the  five-year  average  of  7,125. 
Man-caused  fires  dropped  significantly  again  in  1965  to  4,122.  This  is  well 
below  the  1964  figure  and  five-year  average  of  5,132  and  5,268  respectively. 

The  fine  man-caused  fire  record  reflects  much  hard  work  by  many  Forest  Service 
people  and  care  by  the  using  public.  It  puts  the  1970  goal  of  3,500  man-caused 


fires  within  reach 


The  following  tabulation  shows  total  fires  by  major  causes  and 


area  burned  for  all  National  Forests  and  Grasslands: 


Calendar 

Number  of  Fires 

Acres 

Year 

Lightning 

Man- Caused 

Total 

Burned 

1960 

7,659 

5,164 

12,823 

424,295 

1961 

10,576 

4,583 

15,159 

224,394 

1962 

6,301 

5,193 

11,494 

83,457 

1963 

6,471 

6,269 

12,740 

127,571 

1964 

4,617 

5,132 

9,749 

183,154 

Average 

1960-64 

7,125 

5,268 

12,393 

208,974 

1965 

5,243 

4,122 

9,365 

75,150 
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Major  Fires 


Class  E  fires,  those  larger  than  300  acres,  were  few  in  number  in  1965. 
Thirty- six  were  reported  which  is  a  modern  day  low  and  compares  favorably 
with  61  such  fires  in  1964  and  a  five-year  average  of  83.  One  of  the 
largest  fires  on  the  National  Forests  in  1965  was  the  Plum  Fire  on  the 
Nebraska  National  Forest.  It  started  from  lightning  on  May  5  and  burned 
almost  20,000  acres  before  it  was  controlled  the  next  day.  Burned  area 
included  11,000  acres  of  tree  plantations.  The  area  had  no  forests  until 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Bessey,  a  University  of  Nebraska  botanist,  encouraged 
plantings  begun  about  1902.  The  area  burned  is  part  of  the  largest  man¬ 
made  forest  in  the  United  States. 

Forest  Fire  Fatalities 

Fire  control  activities  took  the  lives  of  seven  men  in  1965.  A 
contract  pilot  and  a  Forest  Service  smokejumper  spotter  were  killed  when 
their  Twin  Beech  airplane  crashed  while  they  were  dropping  cargo  to  smoke- 
jumpers  on  the  Boise  National  Forest.  Another  contract  pilot  and  a  Forest 
Service  observer  were  killed  when  their  plane  crashed  on  the  Ochoco  National 
Forest  during  a  lightning  fire  reconnaissance  flight.  Three  firefighters 
died  -  one  from  complications  following  injuries  in  a  helicopter  crash  on 
the  Snoqualmie  National  Forest  -  one  from  a  rolling  rock  on  the  Coronado 
National  Forest  -  one  from  heart  failure  on  a  small  lightning  fire  on  the 
Eldorado  National  Forest. 
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Air  Attack 


Aircraft  of  all  types  flew  31,155  hours  on  fire  control  missions  in 
1965.  Of  this  flight  time,  5,992  hours  were  logged  by  helicopters  and 
25,163  hours  by  fixed  wing  aircraft.  Fire  control  mission  flight  hours 
have  average  42,821  hours  annually  from  1960-64. 

This  year  air  tankers  dropped  1,954,865  gallons  of  retardant  on 
991  forest  fires.  An  average  of  5,177,243  gallons  has  been  dropped  on 
1,508  fires  each  year  from  1960  to  1964.  The  few  fires  and  smaller  size 
did  not  require  the  air  attack  of  other  years. 
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21,800 

179,900 

201,700 

7.. . 

- 

4,300 

4,300 

- 

500 

500 

- 

4,800 

4,800 

8 . 

5,700 

29,800 

35,500 

- 

5,500 

5,500 

5,700 

35,300 

41,000 

9 . 

500 

91,500 

92,000 

- 

9,600 

9,600 

500 

101,100 

101,600 

10 . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

100 

100 

- 

100 

100 

GRAND  TOTAL 

668,100 

1,440,100 

2,108,200 

4,600 

218,100 

222,700 

672,700 

1,658,200 

2,330,900 

Table  5 


NUMBER  OF  FIRES  BT  MAJOR  CAUSES  AND  SIZE  CLASSES 


FOREST  SERVICE 

REGIONS 

LIGHTNING 

MAN-CAUSED 

ALL  FIRES  DT  SIZE  CLASSES 

A 

2 

C 

D 

L 

A 

B 

r* 

D 

E 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

0  to 

lA 

Acre 

l/L  to 

10 

Acres 

10  to 

100 

Acres 

100  to 
300 
Acres 

Over 

300 

Acres 

0  to 

iA 

Acre 

lA  to 

10 

Acres 

10  to 
100 
Acres 

100  to 
300 
Acres 

Over 

300 

Acres 

0  to 

lA 

Acre 

1/U  to 

10 

Acres 

10  to 
100 
Acres 

100  to 
300 
Acres 

Over 

300 

Acres 

Region  1* . . 

485 

63 

- 

- 

- 

115 

31 

13 

2 

- 

600 

94 

13 

2 

- 

2 . 

157 

38 

2 

3 

1 

102 

34 

3 

1 

1 

259 

72 

5 

4 

2 

3 . 

1319 

241 

43 

3 

6 

215 

97 

21 

5 

2 

1534 

338 

64 

8 

8 

U . 

199 

22 

5 

2 

- 

65 

22 

11 

2 

1 

264 

44 

16 

4 

1 

5 . 

1213 

116 

8 

1 

2 

559 

144 

27 

4 

8 

1772 

260 

35 

5 

10 

6 . 

1037 

94 

3 

- 

1 

575 

158 

27 

5 

2 

1612 

252 

30 

5 

3 

7 . 

13 

16 

3 

- 

- 

84 

129 

19 

3 

1 

97 

145 

22 

3 

1 

8 . 

31 

74 

19 

- 

1 

184 

599 

145 

14 

5 

215 

673 

164 

14 

6 

9 . 

10 

9 

3 

- 

- 

181 

403 

60 

4 

5 

191 

412 

63 

4 

5 

10. 009900 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29 

3 

2 

- 

- 

29 

'3 

2 

- 

- 

GRAND  TOTAL 

4,464 

673 

86 

9 

11 

2,109 

1,620 

328 

40 

25 

6,573  2 

,293 

414 

49 

36 

PREVENT 

FOREST 

HRES! 


